
Credit Building Tips: 

 

1. Authorized User Tradelines: When someone is added to another person's (with 

a higher credit score & limit) credit card account and authorized by the principal 

cardholder to use that account. Being added as an authorized user to an established 

tradeline, will raise your scores in as little as 30 days without the hassle of 

applying for new lines of credit and risking denial 

*If you have a high credit score (over 720) consider adding your children to 

help build theirs. 

 

2. Apply for a Secured Card:  These credit cards require a deposit usually 

between $300-$500 and most often used to build credit. 

 

3. Add Rental History:  If you are currently renting your primary residence 

adding your positive payment history can help improve your credit score. 

Lenders look at this as your ability to handle large payments similar to paying a 

mortgage. 

 

4. The Shopping Cart Trick: This little-known method can help you get 

approved for credit cards without a credit check. This trick relies on the fact 

that many websites will pre-approve you for a credit card during the 

checkout process without actually checking your score. This means you 

can get a card without a “hard pull” (which damages your score) and 

also means you can still get a card with bad credit.  

How does it work??? 

• You must be opted in for credit card offers.  If you have ever received a 
promotion in the mail, you are more than likely opted in. This needs to be done in 
order for the trick to work. You can go to this site https://www.optoutprescreen.com/ to 
opt-in. 

• Turn off your popup blocker/anti-spam tool. Offers for credit cards will be 
appear on your screen during the checkout process, if your popup blocker is off, you 
will not be able to see the preapproval offer(s). You can always turn it back on after 

https://www.optoutprescreen.com/


you get the cards you want. Also clear your browser history, cookies and cache. All 
of this MUST be done before the trick will work. If you’re using Chrome, you can 
open a new window in incognito mode to bypass this step. Just hold Ctrl+Shift+N to 
open a new window without cookies or history. 

 

• DO NOT enter your full SSN: If the trick successfully works, you should only have 
to enter the LAST 4 DIGITS of your SSN. If you have to enter the full social, it will 
result in a hard pull and you may be denied the card. 

• Can work with all credit scores. This the trick is the only method that allows you 
to get a credit card with any credit score. 

• Exclusive to Comenity Bank. Some of the most popular stores: 

Abercrombie & Fitch 

Ann Taylor 

Bath & Body Works 

Express 

J.Crew 

Loft 

Overstock 

Wayfair  

Victoria Secret 

 

• Go to desired site you want the credit card from and create a NEW 
account.  Enter your email address, phone number, and mailing address. Be sure to 
use the same info you would find on your credit report. Confirm your email if you 
have to. Always subscribe to emails (they will sometimes send you the preapproval 
letter through your email). 

• Add a few items to your shopping cart. Put around $100 in your cart with 
multiple items. You can always change it if you don’t get the offer right away. Try 
$100 first, then $50, then $150 etc. 

• Continue onto the checkout. Go to the checkout page and type in all of your billing 
information. Give it a second and type slowly. DO NOT use autofill to input your info 
(this will cause the method to not work). DO NOT buy the items or click the final 
submit button. 

• Rinse and repeat. Grab as many cards as you like! If it doesn’t work right away, 
check your email in the next few days. You can also try multiple sites to build your 
overall credit line. 

 



5. Secured Loan:  A secured loan can also help you establish credit history while also saving 

money. There's no credit check required, only a deposit, these are also backed by the FDIC.  

(See Self print out and link on All About Credit)  

 

 


